Summer 2021

Camp Seneca Lake
Operating Playbook
We are working diligently to develop new protocols and procedures to ensure that our campers and staff
members are able to enjoy a safe Camp environment this summer.
Our safety plan complies with New York State Department of Health Guidelines, CDC Considerations, and the
American Camp Association Camp Operations Guide – which has been approved by the American Academy
of Pediatrics.
This document will be edited and amended as new information becomes available.

200 Camp Road • Penn Yan, NY 14534 • www.campsenecalake.com • 315-536-9981 • lfield@jccrochester.org

Dear Camp Seneca Lake Families,
This past summer during unprecedented times, we were able to host over 700 individuals at CSL for family and
community partnership retreats with no known COVID-19 cases. As we move forward and begin focusing on summer
2021, our staff, Advisory Council and the JCC Board of Directors are putting all of our resources, creativity and energy
into opening Camp in the safest, most fun way possible. The health and well-being of our campers, staff and all their
families remain our highest priority.
While we continue to navigate these ever-changing, challenging times, we want to share more details regarding our plan
to open registration. Our commitment to you is that we will be in touch regularly. The landscape is continually changing,
and even though we have been planning and learning for months, we will know more as we get closer to the summer.
We continue to consult with the Yates County Department of Health, American Camping Association, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the Jewish Community Center Association and the Foundation for Jewish Camp to learn
as much as we can from camps that operated during the summer of 2020. Our initial plans are also based on the
important feedback from camp families (via the survey) and volunteers like our CSL Advisory Council and CSL
programming committees. While we have begun to outline concrete plans for summer 2021, most of our specific
strategies are still in development and may be subject to change. We want to ensure that we are basing our plans on the
latest, most accurate information. As we get closer to the summer, we will release a detailed COVID Safety Plan for our
families and staff.
Here is what we know now that we are developing for summer 2021:
 We can accommodate 158 campers per session.
 Campers will be in the same age cohort as they were in summer 2020. Our youngest campers must be entering
4th grade and 9 years old by June 30, 2021 to register for Camp.
 Campers cannot live in platform tents due to social distancing regulations.
 Pre-arrival policies for all staff and campers.
 Expanding our health care staff and updating policies and procedures.
 Adding sanitizing stations throughout Camp so that all campers and staff will be able to wash and / or sanitize
their hands and equipment frequently.
 We cannot offer transportation to and from camp and we are limiting trips in and out of camp.
 CSL in Israel will be running (organized by Authentic Israel) with a backup plan.
As we learn more and make more concrete decisions, we promise to keep our families and staff informed. For details
regarding upcoming information sessions, please visit our website at www.campsenecalake.com
We are excited to welcome you home to CSL for the summer of 2021! It will be unforgettable – filled with the smiles and
the magic that is Camp Seneca Lake.
Best,
Lori Field, Director

Neil Pickus, Assistant Director

Amie Volz, Assistant Director
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Conditions for Opening Camp
Camp Seneca Lake’s mission is to provide a fun adventurous program with immersive, experiential learning that builds
Jewish identity, facilitates personal exploration, cultivates an appreciation of nature, and establishes the importance of
Jewish community.
Our priority for summer 2021 is to provide our campers and staff with a safe experience that prioritizes their health and
well-being. Our current plan is designed to be flexible, so that we can adapt and refine our response as needed. We will
continue to make changes, as necessary or appropriate, to our protocols and procedures to ensure our due diligence in
making CSL a viable and safe option for our campers and staff this summer.
In order to open registration for summer 2021, we made several assumptions:
COVID-19
 New York State and Yates County Health Departments approve overnight camping.
 Campers and staff provide a negative COVID-19 test.
 Campers and staff follow New York State quarantine guidelines if traveling in from a restricted state.
 Campers and staff will need to wear masks.
Capacity Modifications:
 To allow for a reduction of individuals onsite and in our cabins, each session will allow a maximum of 158 campers.
 Living and dining spaces will adhere to social distancing recommendations.
 Platform tents will be unavailable for camper living, because the space cannot accommodate 6 feet distance.
o Younger campers may live in separate cabins within the same village.
Transportation:
● CSL will not be providing transportation to and from Camp in 2021.
○ Everyone at Camp must have 2 designated emergency contacts that are willing and able to pick-up at CSL.
● Travel outside of Camp will be limited.

Summer 2021 Structure

Based on the feedback we received from surveys and in conjunction with the aforementioned assumptions, we have
built the camp season to allow as many campers as possible experience the magic of CSL. Campers will be in the same
age cohort as they were in summer 2020.
Due to space constraints and programmatic changes, our youngest campers must be entering 4 th grade and 9 years old
by June 30, 2021 to register for Camp.
Village

2020

2021

Onondaga / Cayuga

7 - 10 years old (2 - 6th grade)

9 - 11 years old (entering 4 - 7th grade)

Mohawk / Seneca

11 - 14 years old (7- 9th grade)

12 - 15 years old (entering 8th - 10th grade)

Senior Camper

15 years old (10th grade)

16 years old (entering 11th grade)

CSL in Israel

16 years old (11th grade)

17 years old (entering 12th grade)
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Dates & Rates
Session

Dates

Program

JCC Rochester
Member Fee

Non-Member
Fee

Sessions available for C / O / M / S
1

Monday, June 28 - Sunday, July 11

2-week session

$2,695

$2,995

2

Tuesday, July 13 - Monday, July 26

2-week session

$2,695

$2,995

3

Wednesday, July 28 - Tuesday, August 10

2-week session

$2,695

$2,995

4

Thursday, August 12 - Wednesday, August 18

1-week session

$1,440

$1,590

Intersession Campout
1

Sunday, July 11 - Tuesday, July 13

2 nights

$400

$450

2

Monday, July 26 - Wednesday, July 28

2 nights

$400

$450

3

Tuesday, August 10 - Thursday, August 12

2 nights

$400

$450

$8,290

$9,340

$1,000 deposit
Price TBD

$1,000 deposit
Price TBD

Sr. Camper (Tuscarora) Program
Monday, June 28 - Wednesday, August 18

7-week session

CSL in Israel
Monday, July 5 - Sunday, July 25

22-day Israel
trip (including
travel)

CSL in Israel + CIT program
CSL in
Israel

Monday, July 5 - Sunday, July 25

22-day Israel
trip (including
travel)

$1,000 deposit
Price TBD

$1,000 deposit
Price TBD

CIT

Tuesday, July 26 - Wednesday, August 18

3-week session

$500 deposit
Price TBD

$500 deposit
Price TBD

$500 deposit
Price TBD

$500 deposit
Price TBD

CIT program
Sunday, June 27 - Monday, July 26

4-week session

Rates are consistent with 2020 rates and reflect an increase in food costs and reduced camper capacity.
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COVID-19 Fee

If COVID-19 is still prevalent in June, we will need to add an additional $200 per camper / per session ($100 for the 1
week session) onto your tuition to cover PPE, cleaning & disinfectant supplies, etc.

Multi-Session Registration

Given that we have limited spaces available each session, multiple session requests may not be honored. We will do our
best to accommodate everyone’s requests. Our goal is to provide access to camp to all our families.

JCC Rochester Member / Non-Member Price

In order to qualify for our member price, you must have a family membership at the Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community
Center of Greater Rochester at the time of enrollment and remain a member until September 1, 2021. Unfortunately,
we are no longer able to extend our membership price to other JCCs members. You can learn more information about
our memberships at https://jccrochester.org/membership.

Early Bird

Application for enrollment is open only for families who were registered for summer 2019 and 2020 at CSL for the first
two weeks of the registration period, Sunday, November 1 st. Applications will be reviewed and campers will be enrolled
based on available space. General registration will open on Wednesday, November 18 th. Please visit our website
(www.campsenecalake.com) to register!

Deposit

Deposit is due at time of application for enrollment and is fully refundable until we receive approval from New York
State and Yates County Department of Health to open and operate CSL. We will send an email to all registered families
once we are given permission to open Camp.

Payment Plan

Payments must be made in full prior to your camper’s arrival at Camp. Details will be announced in January.

Intersession Campout Program

Campers will sleep in single tents at CSL (siblings can share a tent) for two nights. Our programming will be focused on
Environmental Education and outdoor living skills. Campers will cook and prepare their own meals over the
fire/camping stove. Laundry service will be provided. Limited spaces available.

Tuition / Scholarship Assistance
Tuition assistance is available for up to 2 weeks of camp (senior campers are eligible for the full 7 weeks) through the
Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center of Greater Rochester. We are able to provide aid to members of the Rochester
JCC (you must be have a family membership at the Louis S. Wolk Jewish Community Center of Greater Rochester at the
time of enrollment and remain a member until September 1, 2021), and to children of CSL alumni.
We work with families and our community funders to explore options for assistance. Families can explore funding
streams for financial aid that include synagogues, Jewish Federations and community foundations, private donor funds,
One Happy Camper, PJ Library funds. Families not from Rochester may also contact their local JCC to explore funding
options.
Need-based scholarship applications will be available November 1 st through December 31, 2021. Awards will be
announced in early February.
Please visit www.campsenecalake.com/registration/tuition-assistance for more information.
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Camp Program & Activities

Camp Seneca Lake is known for a wide variety of amazing activities, led by a talented group of specialists and activity
leaders. Our team has been working hard to re-imagine our camp programs and activities. We know our campers will
be ready to enjoy the outdoors, connect with friends and have some REAL fun!
What does this mean for summer 2021?
● We will take advantage of the 200 acres of land and the highly trained staff to engage in meaningful programming at
Camp.
● Programs will be modified according to Department of Health, Center for Disease Control, and American Camping
Association guidelines.
● Cabins will be assigned to daily activities, evening programs and signature events together.

Sample Weekly Schedule
AM

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Opening Day

Regular
Periods

Regular
Periods

Regular
Periods

Regular
Periods

PM

Evening

Opening
Ceremonies

Bunk Night

Village Night

All Camp
Program

Shabbat

Sat
Shabbat
Services
Shabbat
Choice
Havdalah

Sun
Regular
Periods

Signature
Program

COVID-19 Enhanced Health & Safety Protocols

Our policies are in place to create the safest and most comfortable environment possible for our campers and staff.
Campers or staff not abiding by protocols will be asked to leave Camp.

The Camp Seneca Lake Six Point Safety Plan
1) Camper Safety
● Negative COVID-19 test prior to arriving at Camp.
● Pre-Camp monitoring of social interactions while out in public and at-home health screening prior to arriving at
Camp.
● Quarantine following New York state guidelines if coming to Camp from a restricted state.
● Daily temperature check and symptoms screening at Camp.
● Health monitoring throughout the camp day.
● Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required.
2) Staff Safety
● Negative COVID-19 test prior to arriving at Camp.
● Pre-Camp monitoring of social interactions while out in public and at-home health screening prior to arriving at
Camp.
● Quarantine following New York state guidelines if coming to Camp from a restricted state.
● Daily temperature check and symptoms screening at Camp.
● Health monitoring throughout the camp day.
● Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required.
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3) Handwashing
● Mandatory hand washing and sanitization protocol between activity periods.
● Hand washing and sanitizing stations located at all program areas, cabins, and in the dining hall.
● Use of EPA-approved soaps and sanitizers.
4) Cleaning & Disinfection
● Increased cleaning and disinfection protocols.
● Frequent cleaning and disinfection of each bathroom.
● Cleaning and disinfection of all activity areas, equipment, and supplies between each period.
● Use of electro-static cleaning sprayers.
● Designated activity supplies for each group when possible.
● Use of EPA-approved soaps, disinfectants and sanitizers.
5) Reasonable Contact Reduction
● Group size of no more than 10 – 20 campers.
● Safe social distancing practices will be maintained between groups.
● Face coverings worn by non-group members who require close interactions.
● No water fountain use, bottle filling stations only.
6) Symptom Management Plan
● Trained Medical Professionals will assess all persons with COVID-19-related symptoms.
● Separate quarantine facility for persons with COVID-19 symptoms while they wait for pick-up.
● Strict symptom management including isolation, communication, tracing, and post-illness protocol will be enforced.

Camp Seneca Lake Operating Playbook

7

